University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

6-30-1989

University of Montana pharmacy school could lose accreditation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "University of Montana pharmacy school
could lose accreditation" (1989). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 11657.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/11657

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

UNIVERSITY
MONTANA
Office of News & Publications

Unrversity of Montana
Missoula Montana 59812-1301

(406) 243-2522

June 30, 1989
UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA PHARMACY SCHOOL COULD LOSE ACCREDITATION
MISSOULA—
The American Council on Pharmaceutical Education (ACPE) has
informed the University of Montana that the School of Pharmacy
could lose its accreditation unless UM can supplement the
school's base budget by $400,000 per year.

Without the

substantial addition to the school's permanent budget, the ACPE
will consider a recommendation to withdraw the pharmacy school's
accreditation when they meet in June 1990.
"This is a very serious problem," said Don Habbe, UM's
provost and vice president for academic affairs.

"The University

of Montana has offered a pharmacy program since 1913, and the
school, with its 76-year history, has a valued place at UM.
We'll have to examine the ACPE's decision with the Board of
Regents and Commissioner.

We will explore a whole range of

options."
A withdrawal action would permit the pharmacy school to
graduate students admitted to their first professional year in
fall 1989.

Pharmacy students at UM enter the five-year

professional program in their junior year, and next fall's class
is slated to receive bachelor's degrees in June 1992.

The ACPE

report cited lack of financial resources as the key reason for a
possible withdrawal action.

"An adequate base budget is

essential to meet program goals and needs including faculty and
more
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staff salaries, materials and supplies, faculty development, and
curricular study and improvement," the report said.
UM's pharmacy school has been on published probation since
July 1988.

At that time the ACPE stated that continuation of

accreditation would be contingent on the University's ability to
fund and maintain a pharmaceutical program that would meet
national criteria.
Prior to the past legislative session UM requested
from the Board of Regents for the pharmacy school.

$513,342

The

Legislature appropriated only $50,000 for the next biennium.
"The Council acknowledges the efforts made by the
University to secure substantial funding increases from both the
Board of Regents and from the Montana legislature," the report
said.

"The product of these efforts ($25,000 a year for two

years) is insufficient in amount and its one-time funding does
not represent a commitment for adequate financial support," it
added.
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